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DULLINGHAM

Parish Council


  ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20

Chairman’s Report

The Parish council has had a major issue to deal with which unfortunately despite all the hard work did not have the outcome everyone on the Parish Council and that of village hoped for.
The potentially large development and not just the outline plans put forward will put a huge strain on both the environment and infrastructure in Dullingham and surrounding area. Fortunately there are a substantial number of caveats around the grant permission that have to be met before a spade can even be put in the ground and we will of course continue to monitor and react to all we can.

We have also had other planning applications that we had no objections to and some we did which got through planning department anyway, they work in mysterious ways!

The PC is continuously having more and more restraints and requirements put upon us what we can and can’t do, reporting and various items that make the day to day items more difficult to deal with. 

As volunteers trying to do the best we can for the village and everyone who lives there it is highly frustrating that the simplest of tasks can be so long winded to sort out, especially when we have to deal with various authorities and tick so many boxes. However we plough on.

Amongst the items covered this year are such things as the play area (ongoing) with the rear fence collapsing and the shelter becoming unsafe to leave in place. The fence has been addressed and we now look at seating in the area and potential new equipment when the budget allows.

Bollards have been put in place around the green to protect this from possible vehicle access and hence unwanted visitors on the site, a decision which was made quickly as we went through a spate of such activities in the area and the huge cost to rectify afterwards. This cost which would fall unfortunately on the PC.

Speeding remains an issue throughout the village, a problem that is a mix of through traffic on the main artery as well as cut through traffic on Balsham Lane and Eagle Lane for instance. This won’t be helped with, particularly on Station Road with any new development when done. A huge majority unfortunately have little respect for local residents living in these areas. The issue of local people from the village and close neighbours also remains as a large percentage of the speeding vehicles, with it seems many people’s perception of their speed, what the speedo says and what the conditions/environment and general courtesy require often being polls apart. 

We have added an additional MVAS (Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs) in Dullingham this year, these have proved very useful and have reduced speed where ever they are located. This new sign like the other one purchased last year records vehicle details with movements, times, speed and so on. All useful as we build a picture of traffic movements and information we can share with the authorities as required.

The PC has moved this year to a new Email system and on line banking, adhered to GDPR conformity and generally had to review a wide range of processes and procedures. This is required so that we move forward as we need to and as the law dictates, as well as trying to improve our communications with Parishioners through the Web site and social media.

Various areas in the village are being maintained and we continue to work to improve as many as we can, simple tasks like cutting bushes back on the village green, grass cutting, tree maintenance, footpaths and many others are all areas of the environment that need constant attention. We have been lucky with some volunteers to help. We would also welcome anyone who can spare some time on occasions to help with some tasks. 

If you can spare some time, then please do contact any PC member or the Clerk, our details are on new letters and on the web site.


Spending is a major item for the PC and we have a number of costs that are the requirement of the PC to cover. Again this year the PC budget has been well maintained and evenly distributed on tasks and we have also budgeted for upcoming large expenses what will soon come onto the PC. The PC has this year moved to full accounting package to ensure we cover all the required areas and our new Clerk Karen has been doing sterling work organising a number of areas for us. It seems we have arrived in the modern era on a number of fronts at least. 

One of the items we do have coming up and as reported previously is the need to replace all the PC owned street lights, with energy efficient alternatives, this is going to be a massive expense and something the PC have worked on for the last couple of years knowing it was coming and as a result a very large proportion of the cost is already allocated.

Another potential cost and item that is being looked at is the sports pavilion. As many are aware this building whilst in a superb location needs some major works to fulfil its potential and be a huge asset to the village generally. Maintenance work to roof, gutters and other items have been carried out during this year, however, the PC is keen to look at doing a full refurbishment, maybe even a rebuild of this facility if suitable funds could be raised to do this. If you would be interested in sitting on a subcommittee when one is formed to look at this in depth and hopefully get the project rolling, or to just be involved generally then please do contact the PC.

Flooding and drainage is and has been for many years an issue in the village, not least with potential developments highlighting this still further. The PC continues to work on this item and lobby the required service providers like Anglian Water and others like Highways.

I have to mention the situation that the village, country and world finds it’s self in with C-19. This has put huge strain on everyone from work to personal lives, family and to village life. The village community has pulled together in so many ways which has been fantastic and I hope this will continue once we come out the other side of the unprecedented situation we have all found ourselves in

Dullingham is a lovely village to reside in, we all know that and despite the challenges I hope that the village and its character are preserved going forward as it should be. This is clearly under threat. Dullingham is a small rural village, with excellent assets the biggest one being the people! If you can spare any time to be involved in any small or large way with the village, please do let us know so we can cover many more items and improve Dullingham further. 

On that front and on behalf of the whole Parish Council may I thank all those that have supported us during the last year, the work put in behind the scenes is large as well as the visible items around the village, so my thanks to all the PC. Our heartfelt thanks to all who have helped us.

Cary Simpson

Chair Dullingham Parish Council
 

Coronavirus Crisis

The Council would like to thank everyone who offered their services to the PC when we asked for volunteers to help out vulnerable people during this present crisis.  It was very encouraging that so many people came forward.  Fortunately, there were not many people who were in need but it's good to know that the help is there if the situation gets worse or something similar comes up in the future.  

Litter Picking & Footpaths

Thanks to all who have helped with litter picking around the village, it is good to have it looking nice for VE day. 

It is good to see the footpaths being so well used this year but there have been numerous complaints of cyclists on them, please be aware of the appropriate paths which can be used for suitable recreational purposes.

Year End Accounts

Please contact the Parish Clerk if you wish to discuss or require further information relating to these accounts.

	Bank Reconciliation as at 31/03/2020
	

	
	
	
	

	Cash in hand - 01/04/2019
	44,224.37

	
	

	ADD - Receipts - 01/04-2019 to 31/03/2020
	25,136.59

	SUBTRACT - Payments – 01/04/2019-31/03/2020
	-28,780.54

	
	
	
	

	Cash in hand - 31/03/2020 (as per cash book)
	40,580.42

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Cash in hand (as per Bank Statements)
	

	
	
	
	

	Petty Cash
	31/03/2020
	0.00
	

	Cambridge Building Society 
	31/03/2020
	17,011.40
	

	Lloyds Bank Account 
	31/03/2020
	23,569.02
	

	
	
	
	40,580.42

	Add – unpresented receipts 
	
	
	00.00

	Less - unpresented payments 
	
	
	-00.00

	
	
	
	

	Adjusted bank balance
	
	
	40,580.42


 
All public meetings are obviously currently suspended. 


However, should you wish to contact the Council please see details below:





Councillor Contact Details


Cary Simpson (Chairman)		01638 508572		cary@dullingham.org.uk 


	Mark Robertson 		01638 507266		mark@dullingham.org.uk


	Gail Parkins		07789 725889 		gail@dullingham.org.uk


Sarah Mardon		01638 508322		� HYPERLINK "mailto:sarah@dullingham.org.uk" �sarah@dullingham.org.uk�


Rob Algar		01638 507997		robert@dullingham.org.uk	


Cary Simpson 		01638 508572		cary@dullingham.org.uk	


Mick Cameron				� HYPERLINK "mailto:mick@dullingham.org.uk" �mick@dullingham.org.uk�


Karen Peck (Clerk) 	        			dullinghamparishclerk@dullingham.org.uk








www.dullingham.org.uk


